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We had a very healthy turnout of XKs for the 
recent Concours of Elegance at Hampton Court 
Palace. Julie and I attended on the Saturday of this 
superb event, and it was quite emotional to see the 
incredible line-up of XKs and E-types.

Next year, the XK Club will be celebrating its 
30th anniversary. It is extraordinary to think it is 30 
years. Our ethos has always been to promote and 
encouraging using our cars, and we have had a load of tours, Club Days and 
Weekends, technical seminars, dinners, track days, drives, lunches and so on.

Of all the tours, I suppose the one that probably stands out most was that to 
St Petersburg in Russia. It seems almost unbelievable now, but we took 40 XKs 
into Russia and managed to get 40 out again!

Organised by the late Fred Secker and our office team, it really was a 
tour de force. From memory, we took a ferry from Newcastle to Norway, then 
drove through Sweden and Finland to Russia. There we were escorted to St 
Petersburg. The British Ambassador came from Moscow to attend our main 
dinner at one of the many amazing palaces.

From Russia, we entered Estonia, where local enthusiasts led us to Tallinn, 
which was delightful. We then crossed the Baltic Sea to Sweden and drove to 
Copenhagen, where we were joined for dinner by a Danish prince, plus racing 
drivers Jackie Oliver and nine-time Le Mans winner Tom Kristensen.

What memories. This is the great thing about tours – they create memories, 
foster lasting friendships and provide wonderful driving. And, I could add, 
unique experiences. Sadly, it is difficult to imagine we could ever have a St 
Petersburg tour again but, as the old saying has it, ‘When one door closes, 
another opens’. 

Philip Porter
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Up front
NEWS & EVENTS

Rain fails to stop play at Club Weekend

Privateer C-type finds a new home

I am writing this fresh off the back of the Club 
Weekend, which began at the British Motor 
Museum at Gaydon. Not only did we have time 
to look around the museum, but we also had a 
private tour of the JDHT Collection next door, 
including a rare look around the workshops. We 
were also privileged to have a Q&A with author 
and designer Keith Helfet, who designed many of 
the cars in the JDHT Collection.

We finished Saturday with dinner and dancing 
in Stratford. Then, on Sunday morning, we set off 
for a scenic drive to Hanbury Hall in Droitwich 
Spa. The cars were parked on the driveway up to 
the house, and they looked great. We managed to 
stay fairly dry throughout the day, including while 
we ate our picnic lunch, but just as people were 
coming back from a tour of the house, the heavens 
opened. I thought we would never moan about 
rain again after the summer we have just had, but 
we soon forget!

London-based specialist Fiskens has announced 
that it’s sold its second C-type of the year. It sold 
XKC 019 – pictured above – to its previous owner 
in 2007 and has now found a new custodian for 
the car, which was sold by the Jaguar factory in 
1952 to Antwerp-based garage owner Herman 
Roosdorp. He drove it to third place in the 

COVER SHOT
Steve Beeson once 
again coordinated an 
exceptional line-up of 
E-types and XKs for both 
clubs at the Concours of 
Elegance, which was held 
at Hampton Court. We’ll 
have a full report in an 
upcoming issue.

FEATURED EVENT

Le Mans Classic Tour
1-5 July 2027 • Organised by Classics on the Road

The inaugural Le Mans Classic Heritage takes place in 2027, 
with a race programme that concentrates on earlier cars than 
the Le Mans Classic Legends. Classics on the Road have 
created a four-night experience designed exclusively for XK 
Club and E-type Club members, and it includes scenic drives as 
well as outstanding hospitality and fine dining. Participation is 
limited to 30 cars. For more details, see classicsontheroad.com.

2026
1-4 October 	 Audrain Concours
7-11 October 	 Zoute Grand Prix Car Week 
9-12 October 	 Autoclásica, Buenos Aires
11 October 	 Coffee and Classics, Classic Motor Hub
16-18 October 	 Classic Expo, Salzburg
17 October 	 CSCC race meeting, Castle Combe
22-25 October 	 Auto e Moto d’Epoca, Bologna
1 November 	 London to Brighton Veteran Car Run
13-15 November 	 NEC Classic Motor Show
19-22 November 	 Rétromobile New York
20-22 November 	 InterClassics Brussels
27 November 	 Club Dinner, Sarastro, London
2027
27 Jan-3 Feb 	 Rallye Monte-Carlo Historique
3-7 February 	 Rétromobile, Paris
2-6 May 	 Scenic Suffolk Tour
23-29 May 	 Portmeirion & Mid-Wales Tour
27 June-3 July 	 Northumberland Tour
1-5 July 	 Le Mans Classic Tour
1-5 September 	 Garden of England Tour
1-14 September 	 Corsica Grand Tour
24 Oct-8 Nov 	 Far Eastern Odyssey Tour

EVENTS CALENDAR

CLUB NEWS
by Paula Porter

following year’s Spa 24 Hours, and also achieved a 
top speed of 145.4mph at the 1953 Jabbeke Speed 
Trials. The C-type was then sold to Dutch Maserati 
importer Hans Maasland, who continued to race 
it in The Netherlands, and it later spent almost 20 
years in American ownership before returning to 
Europe in 1984.

As Philip mentioned last month, South of 
France Representative Jean Charles Bello has very 
sadly passed away. I’m sure that lots of people will 
have come into contact with him over the years 
and he was a great friend to the club. He will be 
sadly missed.

On a lighter note, check out our members’ 
discounts on page 41 because we have a new 
supplier listed among them. Classic Car LEDs are 
offering our members a 7% discount. To get in 
touch with them, give them a call on 0800 246 
5678 or visit their website: www.classiccarleds.
co.uk. Use code XKC26.

The nights are drawing in and you might be 
searching for something to look forward to, so 
why not book in for our Sarastro dinner in London 
on 27 November? It was a great evening last year, 
and it would be the perfect time to book a hotel 
in London and get your Christmas shopping done 
while you are there.

NEW MEMBERS
Welcome to the XK Club

4653 Martin O’Leary Herts, UK
4654 Edward Riddle Essex, UK
4655 Richard Adams Wilts, UK
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Up front
NEWS & EVENTS

JLR set to cut 
workforce

Motoring history on show in London

On the eve of launching its Type 01 in New York – and 
having already offered a glimpse of the production car’s 
interior (pictured left) – Jaguar Land Rover announced 
that it was to cut 4,000 jobs. The process will happen 
during the next two years and will mostly affect the 
UK head office, and is being carried out in an attempt 
to save £1.7 billion in the face of difficulties such as 
American tariffs and increased competition from Chinese 
marques. JLR stated that it was hoping to make the cuts 
via voluntary redundancy, and Chief Executive PB Balaji 
said it was ‘committed to supporting everyone with care, 
fairness and respect’.

The Royal Automobile Club’s St James’s Motoring 
Spectacle returns to Pall Mall in London on 31 
October, on the eve of the London to Brighton 
Veteran Car Run. The street is closed to traffic 
so it can be taken over by a display of more than 
100 cars, from pioneering veterans to modern 
supercars. More than 12,000 people attended last 
year’s event, and it will once again be free to visit. 
A line-up of Grand Prix cars will celebrate the 
centenary of Britain’s first Grand Prix, which was 
organised by the Royal Automobile Club and took 
place at Brooklands in 1926, and the event will 
run from 10am until 3pm. 

More than 30,000 people attended the 21st 
edition of Salon Privé, which was held from 
2-6 September at Blenheim Palace. There were 
two winners in the main concours: a 1969 
Lamborghini Miura S won Best of Show in the 
Concours d’Elégance, while a 1995 McLaren F1 
took Best of Show in the inaugural Concours 
d’Excellence. Broadcaster Richard Hammond 
and his fellow judges, meanwhile, awarded the 
Concours de Vente Prix d’Honneur to a 1994 
Bugatti EB110 SS prototype. The event will return 
to Blenheim Palace on 1-5 September 2027, with 
Salon Privé London taking place on 15-17 April. 
See salonpriveconcours.com.

Supercars take centre-stage at Salon Privé
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Letters
email: letters@xkclub.co.uk

One of our newest members in Devon and 
Cornwall, Dave Young, has recently purchased 
a rather interesting XK 140 OTS. She has been 
beautifully restored. The exterior is a wonderful 
British Racing Green, with excellent paintwork, 
and the interior is matching Suede Green.

However, you may have noticed the lack of an 
opening boot. NWK 360 was originally a FHC and 
then converted to an OTS. There are two carpeted 
shelves behind the seats where the boot would 
normally be, and no spare wheel. The vehicle 
was purchased from a Mathewson’s auction at 
Thornton-le-Dale in April this year. There is a great 
YouTube video by Derek showing the car prior to 
the auction.

This 140 was manufactured on 27 June 1955 
and originally sold by a distributor in Adelaide, 
Australia. We do not know when she was imported 
back, but believe some time was then spent in 
Hamilton and Inverness, Scotland. VSE Engine 
Specialists in Wales worked on the engine – with 
its C-type head – in 2005.

Dave is keen to find out if members know any 
further history on this XK, especially where and 
when the conversion to OTS was done. So, if 
anyone has information about NWK 360, do let 
me know: nick@provennltd.com.
Nick Haigh

Seeking an XK’s history

ON THE ROAD AGAIN
Neil Kershler is one of the ‘original’ Sydney XK group of blokes from 
the very late 1960s, when news of the UK XK Register first reached 
our shores. Now, after decades, he is close to getting the XK 140 
OTS RHD ex-UK chassis number 800058 on the road again (its past 
history is in The Jaguar XK 140 in the Southern Hemisphere). He also 
has a Rolls-Royce Merlin engine lurking in his workshop...
John Elmgreen

I have a question: I saw this rear light on an XK 120, which 
combines the indicator with the regular light. The owner of the 
car could not tell me where this is from. Could you please post 
this in the next magazine? I am sure one of the readers would 
know where to source it!
Christian Mitterdorfer

MYSTERY LIGHT

XK_Club_magazines_Original_Adapted_04_NEW.indd   1 26/07/2023   20:41
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Your XK story
in the Gazette!
We’ve had a great response to our previous calls for 
contributions to the XK Gazette, and would like to thank 
everyone who has sent us articles. Quite simply, we wouldn’t 
be able to publish the magazine every month without them!  

As autumn arrives, we’d like to encourage you to consider 
putting pen to paper and supporting the magazine by 
sending in an article of your own. Perhaps your story involves 
long-term XK ownership – or even the recent acquisition 
of your first XK. Maybe you’re coming towards the end of a 
rebuild project and have documented the inevitable up and 
downs as you’ve gone along. You might be going on one of 
our club tours, or planning a trip of your own – or you’ve got 
your eyes on taking part in a particular event.

People often mention that they’d like to see more technical 
articles in the magazine, so if you’ve worked on a particular 
area of your car and feel that you could pass on some helpful 
advice, please let us know. Likewise, if you’d be interested in 
reading an article about a specific technical process, drop us  
a line and we’ll put something together for a future issue.  

It doesn’t matter if you’ve written a number of previous 
articles or have never done anything like it before, if you’ve 
got an XK tale to tell, please email james@xkclub.com. It 
would be great to hear from you! 

From technical features and restoration series to accounts of 
your XK adventures, all articles are gratefully received…

1950 JAGUAR 
XK120 ALLOY

Chassis 670140 is one of the 183 Left 
Hand Drive Alloy cars. Completed in 

February 1950, the Heritage Certifi cate 
confi rms it was exported new to Belgium.
Fitted with a 3.8 Litre Sigma built engine 

that is lower and further back in the 
chassis, it breaths through triple Webbers, 
the steering uprated to rack & pinion, the 

gearbox is an all-synchro overdrive unit 
and the brakes are discs all round. Totally 

sorted, easy, balanced and super quick  
£149,500

Pendine is proud to off er…

T +44 (0)1869 357126  W www.pendine.com  E cars@pendine.com
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Our friends in 
the north pt2

Our second day in the Lake District 
was to be a full tour, taking in the 
lakes and visiting the west coast for 
a quick paddle at St Bees, as well 
as all the other famous mountain 

pass routes (Honister, Hardknott, Wrynose and 
Whinlatter). All fantastic driving roads, with some 
sections being so steep, and with such tight hairpins, 
that it was impossible not to lift the inside-rear wheel 
and get some wheelspin.

In one place, I recall looking up to see where 
the road was going and looking almost directly 
underneath the MGA, which was leading us. In fact, 
you needed to leave some good gaps to the car in 
front because the last thing you would want to do is 
have to stop on a hairpin; you may never get going 
again and may have to roll back, which could have 
been very hair-raising. These passes are not for the 
faint-hearted, especially in a classic car, but they 
are great fun nonetheless, giving a great sense of 
achievement and providing amazing views.  

That evening, back at the hotel for the third night, 
I experienced a tour organiser’s biggest nightmare. 
It was our third night at the same hotel, so I had 
arranged and booked a different location for dinner. 
This was a pub (which shall remain nameless) 
about five miles away, with excellent reviews, and 
because we are a party of 12, I booked many months 
in advance, even though it was only a Monday 
evening. When we arrived, the car park did seem 
extraordinarily busy, and on entering, we were told 
our reservation had been cancelled and they were 
fully booked with Rotary Club and some other event. 

After some words, we were left in the car park 
with nowhere to eat. Following many frantic phone 
calls to the local pubs and the hotel, we found that 
our hotel could manage us at late notice and were 
extremely helpful and accommodating. So, they saved 
the day and we were very appreciative.

Our week was going very fast and now it was time 
to leave the Lakes and head north and east, then 
south. Brian and Shelia had planned and were leading 
this day. Our first obstacle was to get around Carlisle 
in the most interesting way. Brian led us across 
country right up to the Solway Firth to Bowness-on-
Solway, which contains a small spot appropriately 

Peter Leech concludes his story of a 
recent trip around the great driving 
roads in northern England

Above: the route the 
group followed into and 
around the Lake District. 
It included a number of 
spectacular passes that 
tested cars and drivers 
alike (right) 

named Wallsend because it is the western starting 
point of Hadrian’s Wall. 

Our route then endeavoured to follow the route of 
the wall east until we reached one of the main Roman 
sites of the wall at Vindolanda. Here we stopped for 
a very interesting tour and lunch. We then headed 
south, into and through another Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty – the North Pennines National 
Landscape. We passed through the charming small 
town of Alston then followed the B6277 heading for 
Barnard Castle. Along the way, we stopped for a visit 
to High Force Waterfall, which is so named by the 
force with which the River Tees is accelerated through 
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a small gap in the rock face and cascades down to 
the pool below. It was the most spectacular waterfall 
I have visited in this country and is apparently 
considerably more impressive at times of high rainfall.

Our final destination for the day was Headlam Hall 
Hotel and Spa; this is a fabulous hotel and one I have 
stayed at a number of times before. The owner Tim 
is a classic car collector and among others has an XK 
150 drophead that he will hire out to special guests at 
£450 per day, so we were jolly pleased we were in our 
own and not hiring! Due to this connection, we were 
honoured by having the front gates opened for us and 
being allowed to park in front of the hall.

Day six was our final full day, and we were being 
led by Howard and Rose. Going east from Headlam 
is not too exciting country, so Howard took us on 
major routes to quickly get us into the good stuff of 
the Yorkshire Moors. Today had a TV theme because 
the first stop after passing through Northallerton was 
Thirsk, where a really interesting visit was paid to 
the veterinary practice, house and museum of James 
Alfred Wight – aka James Herriot. 

Following a great visit and lunch in Thirsk, we 
followed Howard into the North Yorkshire Moors 

National Park. He found some superb driving roads 
across the moors, some so minor that we met a farmer 
driving a flock of sheep down the road; we just stopped 
while they went around us. Then into Goathland, aka 
Aidensfield in the TV police drama Heartbeat – that 
timeless classic set in the 1960s with great cars and 
great music. We spent some time there, where our cars 
added a little atmosphere, had a pint at the Aidensfield 
Arms and went to see the steam train departing 
the station on the Pickering to Whitby line. More 
interesting roads and we reached our final hotel just 
outside the charming seaside town of Whitby.

That evening, we took the bus down into town for a 
walk, and to visit the most famous (and best) place in 
the north for fish and chips: The Magpie Café. It didn’t 
disappoint and was followed by a good walk right to 
the end of the harbour wall in the setting sun. A fitting 
end to be at the sea on the East Coast, having visited it 
on the West Coast at St Bees.

Thursday was our final day on tour and, due to 
everyone needing to get home, my brother David and I 
had a planned a full day but with the expectation than 
most people would head off in different directions from 
the lunch stop. We planned an interesting route south 

Clockwise, from top 
left: arriving back at the 
Ravenstone Manor Hotel; 
the route along the East 
Coast; pausing to let the 
locals pass; the group at 
the appropriately named 
High Force Waterfall
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from Whitby across the moor, taking in some fabulous 
roads through Rosedale Abbey and on to Hutton-le-
Hole via the famous road known as Chimney Bank. 
This we had thought was going to be the best road on 
the trip, but those passes in the Lakes were definitely 
better. From there, we passed through Helmsley on 
our way to Castle Howard, the approach to which is 
quite stunning from the north. Having turned south at 
Slingsby, you see the very tall obelisk about three miles 
away down an arrow-straight road and when you get 
to it, you have arrived at the roundabout and entrance 
into the car parks. 

This was where we said our goodbyes and 
everyone went off in different directions. We had 
never really ‘done’ Castle Howard, so we went for a 
big walk around the outside of the house, including 
the lake and the Atlas fountain – all quite stunning. 

We then set off for home unaccompanied and 
followed the route via Wetwang, Beverley and The 
Humber Bridge into Lincolnshire and home.

We had been quite lucky with the weather. It was 
just warm enough to be comfortable when the roof 
was down, and was overcast much of the time and 
rained quite often, but it never rained on any of the 
most interesting drives or on any occasion when we 
wanted to be out of the cars exploring.

The cars performed well with a few minor issues. 
My brake lights were working only if I stood on them 
very hard – a poor-quality switch that I only replaced 
two years ago – and the other XK had some clutch 
linkage issues. The MGA had an intermittent electrical 
fault, which turned out to be an additional isolator 
switch that was not making good contact; we simply 
bypassed it. The Triumph Stag also had brake-light 
problems and one rear shock absorber failed. The 
Rover Vitesse and the MGB had no issues at all

It had been a great week covering a large chunk of 
the country, including five national parks, both west 
and east coasts, and a total of just under 1,000 miles 
in seven days. Next year, we are already planning 
seven days in September covering the whole of Wales. 
We are calling it GTOW: the Grand Tour of Wales.

Clockwise, from top 
left: fish and chip time; 
East Coast sunset; the 
picturesque grounds of 
Castle Howard; Emma 
Stothard’s ‘Herring Girls’ 
sculpture at Whitby 
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www.avelingenrestorations.nl

We are specialized in 
restoration of Jaguar oldtimers 

and classic cars.

Motor Wheel Service
Renowned wordwide for the manufacture
and restoration of wire wheels since 1927

+44(0)1753 549 360 sales@mwsint.com
www.mwsint.com

Visit our website for more information about our 
range of wire wheels, tyres and accessories for 

veteran, vintage and classic cars.
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The Gable 120s
Along with Terry McGrath, I am 

currently in the throes of writing a 
book about all 240 alloy XK 120s. 
This is in the context of my pursuing 
the histories of all XKs worldwide for 

many decades, starting in Australia in 1969. 
For many years now, we have made a careful study 

of the XK 120s owned by Clark Gable. At one stage, 
there were so many claims for Californian XK 120s as 
having belonged to Gable that we joked we should set 
up a specific register for all of these cars. However, 
we are now clear that, in fact, Gable only ever owned 
two XK 120s, despite the claims for a number of 

other cars. This conclusion has been reached by 
examining claims made for various cars, and also by 
my acquisition of no fewer than eight biographies of 
Gable, each of which has been pored over to check all 
references to Jaguars.

The first XK 120 owned by Gable was one of the 
early cars sent to Charles Hornburg in Los Angeles 
and sold new there by Roger Barlow at International 
Motors. It is commonly said these days that this car 
was chassis number 670003, and indeed it was rebuilt 
by JD Classics in the UK as the first Gable XK 120, 
including painting it in what has become known as 
‘Gable Gray’. 

Chassis number 672282 
is definitely an ex-Clark 
Gable XK 120, and was 
delivered to him while 
he was filming in the UK 
(Photograph courtesy of 
RM Sotheby’s)

John Elmgreen takes a look at some of the confusion surrounding a Hollywood star’s XKs
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However, close examination of all available records 
leaves it as an open question as to whether this first 
Gable XK 120 was 670003 or 670006. Despite our 
best efforts over many years, no definitive evidence 
has emerged to enable it to be categorically stated 
which one of these was the Gable car. Certainly, at the 
time, no one provided Jaguar back in Coventry with 
information about the first owner of either such car, 
nor did either of these cars go through their mid-lives 
with any claims of a Gable connection. The known 
histories of each are unknown – or, at best, vague – 
for many years.

The second Gable car is definitely known to be 
672282, registered in the UK as MDU 420. Gable 
took delivery of this car in the UK when he was 
there filming, and the photographs of Gable in it in 
Cornwall, and of the car being delivered to him, have 
been reproduced in numerous publications. He toured 
Europe in it before taking it back to the USA. I also had 
the privilege of owning the original documentation for 
this car, created when Gable sold it – including with his 
original signature. It was later in South Africa before 
finishing up in Switzerland, where it was lovingly 
restored by well-known Jaguar man Georg Dönni. It 
remains in Europe. 

Another XK that recently made a claim to be a 
Gable car is chassis 672623, and it is said that Gable 
had the car customised by George Barris’s famous 
custom workshop in Los Angeles. It was fitted with 
a Carson hardtop. The history that has been claimed 

Oscar-winning movie star 
Clark Gable was once 
described by actress 
Joan Crawford as being 
‘a king wherever he 
went’. He’s pictured 
above with Jaguar boss 
William Lyons

for the car is false in that it claims that Gable took 
delivery of the car at a time when he was, in fact, a 
tax exile in England and Europe. 

The facts just do not back up the claims made for 
a Gable connection to this car. This background was 
made known publicly when the car was offered for 
sale on the well-known online auction site Bring a 
Trailer, but may have been ignored. A document was 
produced on a Barris letterhead but is not considered 
to carry any weight. Nor does a poor-quality photo 
purporting to be of this car in the Barris workshop fit 
in with the story. For one thing, it evidently shows an 
alloy car, not a (later) steel car.

The book will in due course have a very detailed 
analysis of all the available information about the 
relevant cars – far more detailed than this little 
article! It will record the known history of 670003 (no 
Gable), then set out separately the history of Gable’s 
first XK 120. It will also deal with the story about 
the XK 120 that ended up on the West Coast in 1949 
without a crankshaft (yes, really!), and that of Chuck 
Hornburg’s drive across the USA from New York to Los 
Angeles in 1949 – possibly in the Gable car.

Gable did, in fact, own a Mark IV drophead 
coupé, acquired in 1948 and sold about a year before 
he got his XK. He may also have had a Mk V because 
one can be seen in the background of one of his 
photographs with Bill Lyons and the XK 120. A pity 
that no ownership information was sent back to the 
factory at the time.
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Peter Wiget explains how he tracked down a 
troubling noise coming from the engine of his XK 140

SCREAMING
JAGUAR

During early July, with perfect summer 
weather and temperatures of 34 
degrees Celsius, conditions were ideal 
for taking my XK 140 DHC out for 
a drive. However, on the way back 

home up the hill, a terrible, extremely loud screeching 
noise came from the engine compartment every time 
I accelerated.

My first suspicion was a loose or brittle fan belt. 
Since the belt could have been more than 20 years 
old, I ordered a new one, installed it, and set off on 
my next drive. However, after only about 2km, the 
same loud screeching returned.

To prevent major engine damage, I immediately 
aborted the drive and turned my attention to the 
most likely causes, namely a defective bearing in the 
alternator or water pump. After removing the fan belt, 
however, the water-pump impeller, which is directly 
connected to the pump, could be turned freely without 
producing any scraping noise. The situation was 
different when turning the alternator pulley, where a 
slight scraping noise could be heard. I therefore had the 
front alternator bearing replaced at the next service. 
But even afterwards, a slight scraping noise could still 
be heard when turning the drive pulley. Apparently, this 
was not a bearing problem, but simply the sound of the 
brushes rubbing against the commutator.

The alternator was reinstalled with the new fan 
belt and I set off on another drive. This time, the loud 
screeching could already be heard after about 500 
metres. Back in the garage, I ran the warm engine 
without the fan belt. The familiar screeching could be 
heard loudly every time I increased the engine speed. 
Using a stethoscope, the source appeared to be on the 
carburettor side, at the front-right of the engine.

To help with the diagnosis, I then fed ChatGPT 
the facts I already knew. It suggested the following 
possible causes:

•	 Air leakage in the intake system of the front 
carburettor (brake-cleaner test negative).

•	 Leaking vacuum line to the distributor (negative; 
the vacuum hose is airtight).

•	 Defective timing-chain tensioner (rather unlikely 
because this would be expected to produce more  
of a rattling/scraping noise).

•	 Insufficient oil supply to the front camshaft bearing 
(requires further investigation!).

After removing the intake-side valve cover and 
the front camshaft bearing cap, I expected to find 
severe signs of running damage on the front bearing. 
Fortunately, neither the camshaft bearing nor the 
two bearing shells showed any indication of serious 
damage. Gently running a scriber over the relatively 
soft bearing shells did reveal some light scoring, 
but nothing too dramatic. After some cleaning with 
a Scotch-Brite pad and more thorough cleaning 
afterwards, I reinstalled the front camshaft bearing 
and tightened it to the specified torque according to 
the Jaguar Service Manual.

Peter’s beautiful XK 
140 Drop Head Coupé, 
pictured in happier times 
before being sidelined by 
a noise from the engine
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I then carried out a brief test run with the valve 
cover removed and checked whether oil was emerging 
from the front camshaft bearing. The test was 
positive. However, after a short period of running, the 
screeching could be heard again. This time, though, it 
was considerably quieter – almost negligible. In order 
to bring the engine up to full operating temperature 
while reducing the massive amount of oil being 
splashed around, I loosely placed the valve cover back 
on and continued the test until normal operating 
temperature was reached (approximately 10 
minutes). The screeching could be heard throughout 
the entire test, but it never returned to its previous, 
extremely loud version; it remained only faint.

Since checking the valve clearances was overdue 
anyway, I decided to measure the clearances of all 
valves and then remove the camshafts and correct the 
valve clearances according to the workshop manual.

With the camshafts removed, it was possible to 
check whether the axial oil passage was providing 
oil flow to all the radial outlet holes. An initial test 
with compressed air showed air emerging from all 
the lateral camshaft openings. However, an additional 
test using a long, semi-circular rod inserted through 
the central opening, which has a diameter of 7mm, 
revealed considerable resistance in the middle section. 
Repeatedly pushing the rod in and pulling it out 
brought out thick, tar-like deposits. With the help of 
brake cleaner, this cleaning process of the oil-feed 
passage was repeated until the rod could be pushed 
in and withdrawn without resistance and without 
bringing out any further tar-like deposits.

Assuming that insufficient oil supply to the camshaft 
bearings was the cause of the ominous screeching, I 
will close this report here. The required replacement 
parts (shims, gaskets, etc) will arrive within the next 
few weeks. Reassembly and the final test will take place 
at about the time you’re reading this.

Once again, driving vintage and classic cars has 
proven the truth of an old principle: every new noise 
has a cause – and it is a serious early warning that can 
help prevent much greater damage!

Removing the intake-side 
valve cover and front 
cam bearing showed 
light wear but nothing 
too serious. Peter’s 
subsequent diagnosis 
was a lack of oil supply  
to the cam bearings
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Well, I couldn’t put it off any 
longer. I was getting into the 
workshop first thing in the 
morning and finding things 
to work on that I really didn’t 

need to be doing, such as installing extra fused relays, 
or rechecking castor and camber angles, or making 
elevenses (my definition of ‘first thing’ may not match 
accepted usage). No, it was time to go for the first 
start-up of my car’s original SE engine since 1983 
(photos one and two). 

I find first fire-up a very stressful activity in an 
old car. I had checked with Ken of the eponymous 
Newman Cams as to whether or not I needed to do a 
camshaft break-in procedure (run for 20 minutes at 
2,500rpm the instant it catches, to work-harden the 
cam lobes). I discovered that the cams are through-
hardened so it wasn’t necessary, which was a relief. 

In all honesty, I wasn’t expecting much on the 
starting front because I have long experience of firing 
up rebuilt engines for the first time, which usually 
ends abruptly with switching off to fix coolant leaks, 
fuel leaks, severe overheating, rough running with 
vacuum leaks, etc. I checked the fluid levels again 

The 
finished 
article

and set the distributor at a nominal 10 degrees static 
advance. I centred the carburettor needles, set the 
jet heights and equalised the throttle stop screws. 
I then removed the spark plugs, pulled the fuel 
pump fuse and turned the engine over until the oil 
pressure gauge needle started to move, thus priming 
the system. The plugs went back in and the leads 
connected, with a timing light clipped over lead 
number six.

With a friend standing by – four eyes are far better 
than two with all the potential problems to watch 
for – I turned on the ignition switch and primed the 
‘choke’ before tentatively pressing the starter button. 
To my complete astonishment, I didn’t even hear the 
starter turn – the engine started instantly, and sat 
there humming like a turbine at about 1,200rpm. 
No drama, no leaks, and good oil pressure. Once it 
had some temperature showing, I dialled in a slightly 
smoother idle at around 12 degrees BTDC at 600rpm 
on the timing light. Some carb adjustments were 
made, and that was it. I almost felt cheated!

When Jimmy Stewart of ClassicFabs had built my 
exhaust system, he kindly fitted a couple of lambda 
sensor bungs in the exhaust collectors for me. This 

After 31 instalments, Roger King’s epic home-rebuild 
series comes to an end with the final touches on his 
beautiful XK 140

enabled me to do some test runs with an Innovate 
air/fuel ratio meter connected, which showed me 
the carbs weren’t too far out in needle and jet sizes. 
Classic Carburettors had done a good job! The setup 
would be fine for a couple of hundred miles, after 
which I would book a rolling-road session to check 
things over more thoroughly. But it was time to get 
some of those miles under the car’s wheels, and 
what better way to do that than to enter Mike Read’s 
excellent XK Club East Anglian Autumn Drive?

The tour was really a great way to end the 2023 
driving season. There was just one teensy-weensy 
problem. If you look very closely at photo three and 
get the angle of the light right, you might be able to 
spot that one of the cars on the drive is not actually 
a Jaguar. I wasn’t entirely happy with the setup yet, 
so I pre-empted Ford’s involvement with the Jaguar 
marque and we turned up in my 1968 Mustang 
fastback. Well, the Mustang’s V8 is roughly twice the 
size of the Jaguar’s engine so maybe it could count as 
two XKs?

With the final fettling finally finished, it really 
was time to take the XK out. My second attempt at a 
petrol-powered christening was to take a drive out to 

1
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gives a clue as to the nature of some of these. I wasn’t 
keen on Jaguar’s automatic choke system. Basically, 
you have a small, separate and very crude carburettor, 
which comes on when you start up from cold and goes 
off only when the coolant is warm enough to trigger 
the Otter switch mounted in the inlet manifold. This 
means that there is a large amount of petrol being 
poured into the bores of the cold engine for quite 
some time, until the temperature switch decides it’s 
had enough. Not good for cylinder bore wear.

You can see some additions to the dashboard in 
the photo. On the left is a switch for the hazard lights, 
which I think is essential for any classic these days. I 
have fitted a Retronics RDB10 light relay instead of 
the old Lucas DB10 unit, which allows use of LEDs, 
and gives hazard warning lights by adding a switch 
and one feed wire. On the right is the override switch 
and warning light for the electric fan – I don’t have 
the original mechanical one fitted – and next to that is 
a switch with a built-in orange warning light. This is 
the choke control. In standard form, the Otter switch 
in the inlet manifold simply closes the choke circuit 
when cold and opens it when hot. The added switch 
on the dashboard does the same – but I decide when 
it opens, not the car’s cooling system. 

meet my start-up friend at Bicester Heritage, where 
he was marshalling for the VSCC winter driving tests. 
This seemed a great first test for the car, but in my 
wife’s opinion, there were actually plenty of better 
ways (the clue is in the word ‘winter’). Nevertheless, 
early one December morning saw us heading over to 
Oxfordshire. It was very cold and misty, but the car 
ran faultlessly, and my long-suffering wife’s aversion to 
damp airfields was slightly ameliorated by a cup of hot 
chocolate from the Bicester Heritage café (photo four).

The other pleasant surprise was the performance 
of the heater. The new Clayton matrix and the 
uprated heater fan produced a proper warm blast 
with the fan on full, which definitely earned the car 
some brownie points.

With the mechanicals proved, and the 150-mile 
round trip completed successfully, it was now time 
to bite the bullet over weather protection. My XK’s 
beautiful chassis black frame and Mist Grey underside 
were about to vanish under a layer of thick, browny-
black goop. It was Dinitrol time.

You can show your car and keep it away from 
the weather, or use it sparingly and take reasonable 
measures to avoid rain and protect it against 
corrosion. Or you can plan long-distance pan-
European tours that can throw any kind of weather 
at you with no warning and, if you’re not careful, 
watch your beautifully restored vehicle slowly start 
to dissolve from the inside out. For example, my 
Mustang has now done 60,000 miles since I restored 
it, travelling to Portugal, Norway, Sicily, Czech 
Republic, Southern Spain and so on. I covered the 

2

3

4

underside in Dinitrol wax 25 years ago and it’s still 
doing its job, needing just an occasional refresh.

The Jaguar went over the pit, now lined with 
plastic sheet, the wheels removed and the brakes, 
underside mechanicals and exhaust system covered. It 
was time to fire up the compressor and the cavity wax 
gun. Cue before and after photos of the boot floor and 
underside (photos five and six).

The same views of the sill area shows how 
susceptible the structure could be to corrosion, 
with shelfs and brackets everywhere to trap the dirt 
(photos seven and eight).

It’s enough to make a grown man cry, but at the 
end of the day if you really want to get back to shiny 
paint, it can be done over a weekend with a large 
quantity of cleaning cloths and a big bottle of white 
spirit. I think it’s worth doing this protection if you’re 
going to use the car a lot – or, indeed, a little – because 
the underside of an XK couldn’t be better designed to 
trap water, mud and salt if you tried. It’s worth making 
sure there’s plenty of the thinner cavity wax inside the 
doors, too – it works on wood just as well, and I had 
had first-hand experience of how the wood can rot.

Now that the car was on the road, I began to think 
about things I might want to improve. Photo nine 

5 6

7 8
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My technique for starting is to pull the switch 
on, start the car with no throttle, then hold it at 
idle on the throttle and turn the switch off almost 
immediately. It doesn’t take that long to warm up, and 
the modification saves all that neat petrol washing the 
oil off the cylinder walls when cold-starting while the 
coolant warms up.

Photo 10 shows another of the electrical 
modifications. Despite what was the norm in the 
1950s, if I’m going to use my cars I like to have the 
electrical circuitry better protected. To this end, I 
discreetly add modern fused relays to protect the 
switchgear and wiring for the higher-current circuits. 
This means a row of relays for low beam, main beam, 
spot/driving lamps, horn and electric fan. Mine are 
below the wing line on the inner panels on the offside, 
as seen in the picture.

So, now the XK is ready to start getting some 
miles beneath its wheels (photo 11). The eagle-eyed 
among you will have spotted the pair of wing mirrors 
now fitted. These are original NOS mirrors, as would 
have been fitted by the dealer. I was a bit concerned 
because previous experience of wing mirrors had not 
been great, with them often prone to body vibration 
to the point where they were not a lot of help. I 
needn’t have worried because the steel and support of 
the original front wings is so sturdy that the mirrors 

do not move one iota when on the road. They have 
slightly concave glasses, so give a pretty good field of 
vision and, to my mind, look just right for a 1950s car 
(everyone aspired to expensive add-on wing mirrors 
back then!). More importantly, they give a valuable 
extra pair of eyes facing rearward.

We’ve now completed a couple of thousand miles 
in the XK, including a tour of Brittany. It is every 
bit as good a touring car as I thought it would be 
– probably better. It shares a garage with my 1968 
Ford Mustang which, at 13 years younger, ought to 
outshine it. But the Jaguar’s steering, ride quality 
and ease of driving leave the Mustang standing. The 
way it drives, it could pass for a car from the late 
1970s – but the way people stand and stare as it 
goes by, and judging by the comments it gets when 
parked, these stylish and spectacular cars still strike 
a chord for anyone interested in cars that are not 
characterless, angular boxes. 

You have to learn a different driving technique, 
too. When cruising along a dual carriageway in 
lane one, if you want to pull out to pass someone in 
front, you have to check lane two several times. You 
will usually find somebody right in your blind spot, 
travelling at the same speed as you to allow their 
passenger to film you on their phone. 

Happy XK’ing, all!

11

We’d like to thank 
Roger for documenting 
the rebuild of his XK 
140 so thoroughly and 
entertainingly. If you’re 
restoring an XK and 
would like to write about 
it in the Gazette, please 
email james@xkclub.com
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‘The people who 
designed your car were 
at the cutting edge of 
their time and pushed 
boundaries’
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Gil Keane from Better Car Lighting explains what 
you need to know about LED indicator upgrades

A change of 
direction
Dramatically slowing down and 

changing direction is one of the most 
dangerous manoeuvres any motorist 
can undertake. The risks are vastly 
reduced if other road users can tell 

which direction you are heading in. Over the years, 
the methods of achieving this have changed and 
older methods have fallen into obscurity – younger 
drivers have no idea about hand signals and would 
not understand them. Similarly, if you drive a car that 
used semaphore signalling, or indicators that flashed 
a colour other than orange, it simply does not register 
with modern road users. 

Anyone with a love for older cars will be loathe 
to do anything that changes their appearance or 
character, and bolting on orange indicators is unlikely 
to improve the original design. Instead, now that 
the world of electronics has come to our aid, we 
can be a little more intelligent and subtle. If we 
take semaphore signalling as an example, they are 

Again, the solution is quick and easy. A simple 
three-legged device called a diode bridge is used. The 
bulb has one of its two wires put to a good earth and 
the other goes to the output from the diode bridge, 
and the other two input wires go to left and right 
flasher lives. Then the power can come from either 
side to the top, but cannot cross over and confuse the 
electronics. Five minutes of your time and it’s fixed.

Most companies that supply lighting upgrades 
will have someone who is well-versed on the ins 
and outs of upgrading, although not all have a good 
understanding of what is needed when upgrading 
to LED. Those ones can be misleading, because they 
will seek to hide their ignorance by telling you that 
it can’t be done. Or that you shouldn’t do it because 
you will destroy the originality of your car. Neither is 
true. The people who designed your car were at the 
cutting edge of their time and pushed boundaries. 
Anything they could do to improve those cars they 
did without fear or prejudice. You should be similarly 
brave. If we try to continue to use old cars in modern 
conditions with no concessions to improving road 
safety, they will be legislated off the road. That would 
be a tragedy.

Above and above right: 
making sure modern 
road users understand 
your intentions is at 
the heart of indicator 
upgrades on a classic car

signalling. Again, from outside, nothing shows. 
LED flasher bulbs, even ones that are much 

brighter than the original filament bulbs, draw only 
around 10 per cent as much power, which is good, 
right? But that means the original flasher relay will 
not work with them. Plus, where a heavy-draw 
filament bulb will often ‘pull’ electrical energy across 
quite dirty contacts, LED bulbs can’t do that. They 
need good connections at every link in the energy 
chain. Both points are easily overcome, but you need 
to be aware of them. 

In most cases, electronic ‘LED-friendly’ versions of 
your flasher relay will be available. Being electronic, 
these will have no moving parts and will be silent. 
The required audible warning will be a separate unit, 
and some people will try to fob you off with things 
that sound totally wrong on a classic car. You can now 
get a small sounder to make the original ‘tick-tock’ 
noise, so your car does not sound like a prop from 
Doctor Who. 

Where there is not an appropriate matching 
electronic version of the flasher relay, there are special 
LED bulbs designed to work with the original relay. 
This can be a good solution where you also have 
hazard warning lights, which have their own relay. 

Another trap that confuses people is when the 
car has one light on the dash, shared between left 
and right flashers, as a visual display. This is possible 
because the car maker has used a little-known 
property of standard car ‘common-earth’ wiring: every 
live wire becomes an earth when the power is taken 
away. This is because one end goes to earth via a bulb 
or other device. So they have two wires going to the 
dash bulb and, whichever way you indicate, one will 
be live and one earth. This is called polarity reversal 
and is fine on filament bulbs, but LED ones cannot 
cope with it. 

attractive features but of little use as indicators. 
However, if we simply change the standard festoon 
bulb for a self-flashing, double-sided orange LED 
one, they become as visible as the side-repeaters on 
modern cars, while retaining their period charm. 

Some cars had front sidelights that flashed white 
when signalling. Some had no indicators on the front. 
In either case, it is relatively simple to install dual 
warm white/orange LED bulbs to do both the job of 
the front sidelight and to flash orange, to effectively 
and understandably signal your intentions to other 
motorists. Best of all, nothing looks any different  
from outside. 

Likewise at the rear, some cars had no indicators, 
and some double-used the brake light on one side to 
flash bright red, which meant something in 1950 but 
not now. Today, we can use a system of special LED 
bulbs that are red (and very bright) for tail and brake 
lights, but which, with the help of a small control unit, 
flash bright orange through the original red lens when 
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Philip Porter reviews a new book by former 
Jaguar designer Stuart Spencer

One of the 
good guys

My old friend Paul Skilleter 
(frightening to think we first met 
at Le Mans 53 years ago!) has 
recently published a book entitled 
Paradiddles, Pistons, Propellers and 

Portraits. What, you may be thinking, on earth does 
that consist of and what is the common denominator 
that links those terms? 

The answer is the author of the volume: one Stuart 
Spencer, former Design Studio Manager at Jaguar and 
Aston Martin. I admit I had to Google ‘Paradiddles’: 
it is a foundational drum rudiment that combines 
alternating strokes with a double stroke. So, now you 
know! I also have to admit I am none the wiser, but 
better informed.

My own recollection of Stuart was that he was 
one of the few nice guys at Jaguar. So many middle 
managers thought they were so important that they 
had to put you in your place, but that was not the 
case with Stuart. He was always cheery, sincere and 
helpful. As such, he stood out.

Growing up in Birmingham during the Second 
World War, he became interested in music and art, 
and entered the British motor industry in Coventry 
via the old Rootes Group (Humber, Singer, Sunbeam, 
Commer and Karrier, from memory) before joining 
Jaguar. There he worked under the flamboyant design 
chief Geoff Lawson, a fun guy whom I interviewed a 
few times, and in this period they launched several 
versions of the XJ saloon, the XJ220 supercar, the 
S-type and X-type. Stuart’s book gives a fascinating 
insight into all the politics that went on behind the 
scenes when Ford acquired Jaguar and proceeded to 
make a pretty good mess of it all.

I have to admit it was quite moving to read about 
Geoff’s sadly premature death at the age of 54. I well 
remember his packed funeral. So, if the 1980s and 
’90s are periods of Jaguar’s history that interest you, 
when the XK name was revived, you will find this a 
good read. 

In a fine, and long, tradition, Stuart was a true 
Jaguar man – one of the last, or maybe the last. 

Spencer’s book includes 
not only the story of his 
time at Jaguar during  
the 1980s and 1990s,  
but also some of his  
own illustrations

Hardback, A4 landscape format, 160 pages, 400-plus 
illustrations, including many of Jaguar prototypes. 
Limited edition of 400, signed and numbered by Stuart. 
Price £49 including UK P&P. Available on eBay from 
paulskilleterbooks or by contacting jagworld1@aol.com
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Out
& about

AREA NEWS & INFORMATION

At the Car Show in Exmouth on 9 August, I met up 
with two of our local members. Nick Sheron has a 
wonderfully unrestored, mechanically sound XK 140 
FHC in British Racing Green. Unusually, VLG 777 has 
an indicator arm on the steering column rather than 
the normal dashboard-mounted version. Also, there 
are robust custom-made wing mirrors – great for the 
Devon lanes. The car also has a beautifully patinated 
red interior.

Mark Hosegrove now owns a white XK 120 FHC, 
registration BJK 966. In the August 2026 issue of the 
XK Gazette, Philip Porter’s introduction was about the 
XK archivist David Bentley and how his copious files 
were bequeathed to the XK Club for safe-keeping. For 
25 years, David owned this 1954 XK 120 FHC and the 
car was featured on the front cover of the April 2024 
Gazette, after it was displayed in the Classics Gallery 
at the Geneva Motor Show. 

Mark is now the latest custodian of this car, based 
in Exeter. His main experience with classic cars has 
been confined to restoring and maintaining MG TCs, 
so the XK is a bit of a departure. BJK 966 recently 
went to Twyford Moors so that a more experienced 
set of eyes could check it over. They rebuilt the front 

UK Devon and Cornwall: Exmouth  
Car Show, 9 August

ONLY A 20% DEPOSIT TO SECURE YOUR SPACE ON THIS TOUR

Backwater Classic Car Tours
01732 879181
hello@backwatertours.co.uk
www.backwatertours.co.uk
@BackwaterClassicCarTours

Backwater Classic 
Car Tours are one of 
the E-Type Club’s 
preferred tour operators

*Price based on two people sharing a room and being an XK or E-type member. Non-member pricing available on our website.

Visit our website or call us on 01732 879 181 for more details of our tours

Experience Japan at its most breathtaking on this unforgettable 15-day self-drive adventure through vibrant 
autumn landscapes. From the neon lights of Tokyo and the iconic beauty of Mount Fuji to the historic streets 
of Kyoto, the moving story of Hiroshima and the castles of Shikoku, every day brings a new highlight. Guided 
throughout by an expert tour manager, you’ll enjoy spectacular drives, cultural experiences, world-famous 

landmarks and the thrill of returning to Tokyo aboard the legendary Bullet Train.

The Far Eastern Odyssey Tour

£8,499 per person

24 October - 8 November 2027

Highlights Include:

• Two nights in Tokyo at the fi ve-star Hotel in Tokyo 
• Visit to the acclaimed Fuji Speedway Museum 
• Overnight stay with views of Mount Fuji 
• UNESCO-listed Toshogu Shrine, Nikko 
• Driving Japan’s celebrated Romantic Road 
• Crossing the Japanese Alps and Hida region 
• Two nights in historic Kanazawa 
• Visit to Komatsu collection, Japan’s largest Motor 

Museum 

• Traditional Geisha and Maiko dinner in Kyoto 
• Three nights exploring Kyoto, Japan’s cultural heart 
• Guided visit to Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park 
• Excursion to Miyajima Island 
• Visit to Matsuyama Castle on Shikoku Island 
• Drive the spectacular Shimanami Kaido 
• Return journey aboard the iconic Shinkansen bullet 

train 
• Fully escorted by an experienced tour manager 

suspension and fitted a more modern tandem brake 
master cylinder.

Mark is currently battling with the SU H8 sandcast 
carburettors, which the car has sported for over 40 
years. They seem a bit fickle and insist on dribbling 
petrol over his garage floor. He’s looking forward to 
getting to grips with this lovely XK and meeting up 
with other XK owners in the Devon and Cornwall 
area. Nick Haigh
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Coming up…
UK SOMERSET AND BRISTOL
28 OCTOBER The Natterjack Inn, Evercreech 
Junction, BA4 6NA (thenatterjackinn.co.uk). 
Return visit to this traditional pub for probably 
our last lunch of the year. Good food, generous 
portions and close enough to the Haynes Motor 
Museum if you have time.

All meet times are from noon in the venue’s 
car park, with lunch booked for 12:30. A check 
for numbers attending will be made a week prior 
to the meet. Members from other areas are most 
welcome to attend any lunch that’s of interest. 
Please contact area rep Stephen Hill (sjhill99@
gmail.com) to be added to the mailing list.

Australia (except NSW North & Queensland) 
John Elmgreen. Mosman, 0061 2 9231 4666, 
elmgreen@ihug.com.au
Australia Tasmania Dale Pearce. Orford,  
041 936 8244, dmpearce1@bigpond.com
Austria Christian Mitterdorfer. Vienna,  
+43 664 811 4831, christian.mitterdorfer@gmx.at
Belgium Jérôme C. Vryghem, +32-475-71.08.71, 
jerome.vryghem@skynet.be
Canada Brad Marsland. Waterloo,  
001 519 886 2940.  LBM@marsland.ca
Finland Kari Kuosmanen. Vantaa,  
0500 459983, kari.kuosmanen@kolumbus.fi
French/Swiss Alps Michel Crombe. Sevrier, 
France, +33 450 190671, mobile +33 631 482352, 
crombem@gmail.com
Germany Ekkehard Kullman. Husby,  
members@xkclub.de +49 171 926 57 38
Greece Alexandre Holis. Athens,  
Tel/fax 210 6728 813, mob 693 6728 813,  
alexholis150@gmail.com
Italy Stefano Rota. Bergamo, 0335 724 8449, 
xkclubitalia@yahoo.it
Luxembourg Goy Feltes. Savelborn,  
+352 621 161 040 (mobile), goy.feltes@internet.lu
Malaysia & Singapore Douglas Fox. Penang,  
+60 16 4923748, foxden14@gmail.com
Netherlands Chris de Groot. Everdingen, 0651 
383419, chris.degroot@inter.nl.net • Roel Bloem. 
Brummen, 0575 566180, xkclubnl@gmail.com 
New Zealand North Island Don Bowater. 
Auckland, don@heirloom.co.nz, +64 21 954 405

Norway Fred Ljone. Oslo, +47 901 232 92,  
fred@ljone.no
Sweden Joel Berg. Stockholm,  
jberg@studioberg.com +46 70 5954784
Switzerland Peter Wiget. Kastanienbaum,  
peter_wiget@bluewin.ch 0041 793 414000
UK Berkshire Bill Voice. 07925 359582, 
williamvoice@hotmail.com
UK Bristol, Somerset, Wiltshire Stephen Hill. 
Bristol, sjhill99@gmail.com, 07595 221359 
UK Channel Islands Mark Blanchard. 
mblanchard9@gmail.com 
UK Cheshire Mike Bielinski. 07768 948 904, 
msb@mykris.co.uk
UK Devon & Cornwall Nick Haigh.  
nick@provennltd.com, 07836 603215
UK Dorset Paul Abadjian. Frampton, Dorset, 
01300 321199, mail@retroclassics.com
UK E Anglia (Norf, Suff, Cambs) Mike Read. 
Brisley, Norfolk. 07971 498001, lyn996@aol.com
UK East Midlands Ciprian Nistorica. Nottingham, 
0115 9262266.info@thorntonrestorations.com
UK Essex David Cuff. Hatfield Peverel,  
07866 678840, jdcuff@googlemail.com
UK Hampshire Robin Appel. Southampton,  
robin.appel@robin-appel.com, 01489 877251
UK Kent Mike James. Goudhurst. mikejames788@
gmail.com; 07889 424644
UK Isle of Man Ian Thompson. Ramsey, IOM. 
thompson01@manx.net +4 762 448 0845

UK Midlands South (Glos, Worcs, Hereford, 
Oxon) Martin Reynolds. Cheltenham.  
07878 015267. martinreynolds@live.com
UK Northern Ireland John Young. Co Antrim, 
02890 661779, j.r.young@ntlworld.com
UK Scotland David Barnett. Arbroath,  
01241 829218. fhc120@rocketmail.com
UK Surrey Patrick Hanratty.  
patrick.hanratty@talk21.com 07976 913632
UK Yorks & North-East David Simons. 
davidsimons55@gmail.com; 07753 719218
USA Southern California Steve Kirby.  
sackirby@pacbell.net, 949 261-8208
USA Northern California Tim Barnes.  
San Luis Obispo, tbarnes@calpoly.edu
USA New York and Connecticut Tom Jaycox. 
Stony Brook, +1631-675-0921, tjaycox282@
comcast.net
USA Kansas Ken Smiley. Overland Park, Kansas, 
913 634 2112, ken.smiley2@gmail.com
USA Maryland David Esch. Bethesda,  
202 236 5524, eschdebolt@comcast.net
USA Mountain States Randy & Debbie Aagaard. 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 801 971 2592,  
rka@aagaards.com
USA North East Carl Hanson. Bedford, 
Massachusetts, 781 275 2707,  
chansonjag@aol.com
USA SE, Florida, Georgia and Carolinas Jaime I 
Del Valle. jidv0426@gmail.com;  
Ph +1 787-462-8218
USA Texas Ed Torres. (979)229-3192,  
jagdriver@earthlink.net

A R E A  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S
Representatives’ contact: Club HQ, 01584 781588, sarah@xkclub.com

UK MIDLANDS: CLUB FEST,  
14-16 AUGUST
Martin Reynolds attended this year’s popular Club 
Fest meeting, which was held on 14-16 August at the 
Three Counties Showground in Malvern. He reports 
that he had an enjoyable day in the sunshine and sent 
us these photographs. 

UK YORKS & NE: LUNCH MEET, 
26 AUGUST
We had a wonderful 
welcoming stay at the 
Cook and Barker Inn near 
Morpeth, with 15 of us for 
lunch on the Wednesday. 
Those who stayed over on 
the Wednesday night had 
the chance to enjoy a scenic 
route organised by Robert 
and Sally. See the route 
pictured on the right.

There is no doubt that 
Northumberland has many 
hidden secrets and far less 
traffic than the rest of the 
UK. Don’t tell anybody but 
the prices were lower too. 
On the trip we had the 
chance to visit Bamburgh 
Castle, which has an 
amazing history.

Afterwards, we had an 
invite to Robert and Sally’s 
for tea and two delicious homemade sponges. We also 
had the chance to admire Robert’s XK 150 and HMC 
– the latter being a remodelled 1990s version of the 
Healey 3000. He loves it. David Simons
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UK/EUROPE/USA
SNG Barratt Group Ltd 5% discount – Please 
quote your membership number and expiry date. 
UK: +44 (0)1746 765432; France: +33 (0)385 201 
420; Holland: +31 (0)73 206 4090; USA: +1 603 
622 1050; www.sngbarratt.com
UK (0044 replaces first zero if outside UK)
Adrian Flux Owners club members can receive 
up to 15% off their insurance with Adrian Flux. Tel: 
0800 916 1288; www.adrianflux.co.uk
Aldridge Trimming Wolverhampton, UK, 5% 
discount from all products (not fitting).  
www.aldridge.co.uk, sales@aldridge.co.uk,  
+44 (0) 1902 710805
Better Car Lighting Warwickshire. 10% off for 
members. Free tech support. Please quote  
your membership number. 0121 773 7000,  
www.bettercarlighting.co.uk
Borrani Wire Wheels UK Yorkshire, £10 off per 
wheel. 01302 711123, www.borrani.co.uk
Coventry Auto Components 10% off standard  
(not on offer)  catalogued stock, special order  
and used parts by agreement.  
www.coventryautocomponents.co.uk,  
sales@covauto.com, 02476 471217 
David Manners Group Up to 10% discount on 
retail prices for members. Email marketing@
davidmanners.co.uk and enjoy a shipping saving 
of £1.50 off shipping for DMG Club Classic 
members – shipping £6 (UK only up to 20kg). 
Claim back your club membership (spend £500 
minimum with DMG per annum). For sales, call 
0121 544 4040; email enquiries@davidmanners.
co.uk; www.jagspares.co.uk

Classic & Sports Car magazine XK Club member 
offer – use the code JXKC on the C&SC website  
www.themagazineshop.com/jxkc/csc/
Classic Car LED 7% discount for XK Club 
members. Use code XKC26. classiccarleds.co.uk, 
sales@classiccarleds.co.uk
Classic Line Insurance 15% discount  
www.classiclineinsurance.co.uk, 01455 639000
Classic Jaguar Racing Kent Selected discounts 
on various products. 01797 270988, Mobile 07999 
919159. www.classic-jaguar-racing.co.uk,  
sales@classic-jaguar-racing.co.uk
Classic Tracker is offering a £100 discount on their 
SAFEST Bundle for members using code XKE-
CLUB. +44 (0) 800 433 23 43,  
info@classic-tracker.com, www.classic-tracker.com
Fosseway Performance 5% discount across  
our full range of braking, cooling and  
electrical products. State club membership 
number when ordering.  
www.fossewayperformance.co.uk 01386 426249
Hagerty Club member discounts available on 
insurance: www.hagerty.com or 0333 323 1138
Heritage Insurance Up to 15% off for Club 
members; other discounts available for multi-car 
cover. 0121 248 9266.
Kelsley Publishing Discount on subscriptions to 
Jaguar World and Classic Jaguar magazines. Visit 
shop.kelsey.co.uk and use the code CJCLUB
Longstone Tyres Yorkshire, 5% discount on 
everything except Dunlop racing tyres.  
01302 711123, sales@longstonetyres.co.uk

MWS Berkshire, 10% members discount on all 
Jaguar wheels from our XW Range    
01753 549360, info@mwsint.com
P&K Thornton Restoration Preferential labour 
rate on restoration, service, rolling-road tuning, 
metalwork, engine, gearbox and rear axle rebuilds. 
Contact Ciprian on 0115 926 2266, email  
info@thorntonrestorations.com, or go to  
www.thorntonrestorations.com
RAC Breakdown cover 50% off new UK 
breakdown cover, 25% off renewal.  
Quote Club membership and reference EBSREN.
Tracker Network 10% off all products. Quote 
JAG10. www.tracker.co.uk,  
0808 509 0909, retail@tracker.co.uk
Turner Classics Ramsgate Kent, 5% off labour 
rates – please mention the club magazine for 
discount. 01843 621650, www.turnerclassics.co.uk
Vintage Tyre Supplies Beaulieu, 5% off all tyres 
and 10% off fitting at the Beaulieu and Bicester 
Heritage sites. 01590 612261,  
www.vintagetyres.com

Full details of discounts will be provided on an 
individual quotation basis by the supplier and are 
offered at their discretion. In order to qualify for 
discount, please be prepared to quote your Club 
membership number. Please note that we may 
give your name to the above so they are aware of 
who is entitled to receive discounts

M E M B E R  D I S C O U N T S
Save the cost of your yearly subscription thanks to the following organisationsClassifieds

email ads to: secretary@xkclub.com
Ads can be placed free for three consecutive issues (up to 50 words). 
Please type or write very clearly. Traders must identify their status by 
including a T at the end. For non-members there is a charge of £25. Please 
also let us know if your item has sold or you have found what you needed.

XK 150 BUCKET SEATS
Unused Aldridge Trimming bucket seats for 
XK 150. Fitted then unfitted, so they’re in 
unused as-new condition. Purchased in 2024 
and in storage since then. Aftermarket slide 
rails fitted by vendor so ready to install. Price 
for seats and slide rails: £1,600. Collection 
or shipping at standard DHL rates. Contact 
Martyn Ryder: 07785 558696. Email: 
mryder@crossley-hall.co.uk.

1957 XK 150 FHC
1957 XK 150 Fixed-Head Coupé. Left-
hand drive. 3,400cc. Ex-California. Fully 
matching numbers. Pearl Grey with black 
interior. Full nut-and-bolt restoration 
over the past nine years. Alloy petrol 
tank and radiator. SS exhaust. Extensive 
other equipment and parts used. Close-
ratio gearbox with overdrive. Asking 
price £40,000. Initially please contact by 
email: richard.a.french48@gmail.com.

XK GAZETTE BACK ISSUES
Retired XK Club member has bound copies 
of XK Gazette covering the years 2000 to 
2022 available free to a good home. Call 
01249 821854 or email dondwapr@aol.
com for more details and arrangements for 
collection from Calne in Wiltshire. 

XK 120 SE FHC
1953 120 SE FHC. RHD. Unspoilt oily-rag 
condition. Runs and drives well but garaged 
and little used since last MoT in 2010. Very 
rare on disc wheels and spats. Excellent 
provenance. Offers by negotiation please: 
ferris2croft@gmail.com.

4.2 XK ENGINE
4.2-litre engine and four E-type inlet 
manifolds. Offers welcome. Please 
contact Roger Mills on 01283 840703 
or email rwmills68@gmail.com. 

MCT Jaguar Trim
The Clark Gable 

XK120 OTS, Pebble 
Beach 2012 Best  

in Class.
Full retrims and 
kits to the same 

concourse winning 
standard.

email:
mctjag@btconnect.com

02476371110 

3 Veasey Close, Attleborough Fields Ind. Est. Nuneaton, Warks, CV11 6RT
Visit us on our website www.mctjag.co.uk

SS/JAGUAR · Parts · Maintenance · Restoration

EXCLUSIVELY SS & JAGUAR SINCE 1988
Phone +41 62 754 19 29 · info@jaguarclassic.com · www.jaguarclassic.com

SWISS  CRAFTMANSHIP

BODY AND CHASSIS JIG
Body and chassis jig as designed and built 
by club member Trevor Jipson to do the full 
restoration of his XK 120, as documented 
in the XK Gazette in 2018. Trevor wishes 
this to be available for anyone undertaking 
an XK restoration. As well as Trevor’s 
restoration, it has also helped myself and 
one other member with their projects. 
There is no charge for this because Trevor 
wants to donate this for the use of the XK 
Club members. I have a lot of photographs 
available so you can see what is there. My 
location is near Chelmsford, Essex. Dave: 
07866 678840.

SteeringWheelRestoration.com
Restore steering wheels,

vintage to modern, including
Rolls-Royce, Bentley & Jaguar

Tel: +44 (0)1843 844962
myrtleprod@aol.com

Join an exclusive breed ... 
and advertise your company 

in the XK Gazette. 
Contact Rob Schulp on 

+44 (0) 1344 761928 rob@flyingspace.co.uk
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2024 events

For full details of all events, please visit the club website: www.xkclub.com
Please also see the area event listings on page 39

Events
XK EVENTS & TOURS

24 OCTOBER-8 NOVEMBER 2027  
FAR EASTERN ODYSSEY TOUR
Organised by Backwater Tours

27 NOVEMBER 2026  
CLUB DINNER AT SARASTRO
Organised by the XK Club

2-6 MAY 2027  
SCENIC SUFFOLK TOUR
Organised by Backwater Tours

1-14 SEPTEMBER 2027  
CORSICA GRAND TOUR
Organised by Classics on the Road

27 JUNE-3 JULY 
2027  
NORTHUMBERLAND 
TOUR
Organised by Backwater Tours

23-29 MAY 2027  
PORTMEIRION & MID-WALES TOUR
Organised by Backwater Tours

1-5 SEPTEMBER 2027  
GARDEN OF ENGLAND TOUR
Organised by Backwater Tours

1-5 JULY 2027  
LE MANS CLASSIC TOUR
Organised by Classics on the Road 

logo for case.indd   1 20/02/2014   10:06

Club Office Paula Porter 
+44 (0)1584 781588;  
secretary@xkclub.com; www.xkclub.com

Backwater Tours Tom Brimblecombe 
+44 (0)1732 879158; hello@backwatertours.co.uk; 
www.backwatertours.co.uk

C O N T A C T
Classics on the Road Stewart Cusden 
+34 (0)619 722185; stewart@classicsontheroad.com;  
www.classicsontheroad.com 

Classic Travelling Sarah Dowding 
+44 (0)1264 710375; 
sarah@classictravelling.com; 
www.classictravelling.com

7-9 NOVEMBER 2026  
NEC CLASSIC MOTOR SHOW
Club presence organised by the XK Club



adrianflux.co.uk
Authorised & regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority

Call 0800 916 1288

Ask our experienced staff about: 

 M Laid-up cover
 M Club member discounts
 M Limited mileage discounts
 M Breakdown cover 

Insurance tailored 
around you and 
your Jaguar

THE 2026 CLUB DINNER
27 NOVEMBER 2026

AN EVENING AT SARASTRO

£95 per person
Book at xkclub.com or call 01584 781588

Join us for a welcome return to 
Sarastro in Drury Lane for an 

evening of Mediterranean dining, 
wine and live Latin music in the 

heart of Theatreland. 
 

Your evening includes a welcome 
drink, a three-course dinner and 

live entertainment. 

Named after a character in 
Mozart’s The Magic Flute, Sarastro 
has been delighting guests since 
1996. Renowned for its theatrical 
surroundings, warm atmosphere 

and Mediterranean cuisine, 
it offers a dining experience 

filled with character, colour and 
entertainment. 
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Classic Motor Cars Limited, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV15 5HP, England.

CMC are here for you

Why not view our premises: https://youtu.be/rO988QVZhCk

WWW.CLASSIC-MOTOR-CARS.CO.UK
Tel: +44 (0)1746 765804  | Email: mail@classic-motor-cars.co.uk
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Classic Motor Cars Limited, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV15 5HP, England.

CMC are here for you

Why not view our premises: https://youtu.be/rO988QVZhCk

WWW.CLASSIC-MOTOR-CARS.CO.UK
Tel: +44 (0)1746 765804  | Email: mail@classic-motor-cars.co.uk

SALES  I  SERVICE  I  UPGRADES  I  RESTORATION  I  TRIMSHOP  I  PAINTSHOP  I  PARTS  I  TRANSPORT  I  STORAGE

29 years ago, CMC was founded to look after Jaguar Cars. 
Today we continue to provide enthusiasts around the country with 
expertise and support. Our 35-strong team are trained in a variety 
of disciplines and the company can offer the following services:

Why not view our premises: https://youtu.be/rO988QVZhCk

• Body and panel fabrication work
• Paint • Accident repair • Engine repair and 

rebuilding • Gearbox and Axle rebuilds 
• Servicing and diagnostic work • Upgrades and 

development • Spare parts, both new and second 
hand • Dyno facilities, setting and tuning of 

carburettor and Fuel injection systems • Sales and 
brokerage • Storage • Transport/concierge

CMC’S own development 
department has recently 
been working on an electronic 
fuel injection management system 
for classic Jaguars, which will 
enhance performance and manage 
fuel consumption.

Exceptional rates for club members!

If you wish to keep your Jaguar “on the button” and in the peak of condition, 
or have a problem, just give us a call we are here to help.

Classic Motor Cars Limited, Bridgnorth, Shropshire, WV15 5HP, England.

CMC are here for you

Why not view our premises: https://youtu.be/rO988QVZhCk

WWW.CLASSIC-MOTOR-CARS.CO.UK
Tel: +44 (0)1746 765804  | Email: mail@classic-motor-cars.co.uk

SALES  I  SERVICE  I  UPGRADES  I  RESTORATION  I  TRIMSHOP  I  PAINTSHOP  I  PARTS  I  TRANSPORT  I  STORAGE

Specialists in single & multi car enclosed vehicle 
transportation covering the UK and all of Europe.

Tel: 07912 439982 E: info@goldthorp.co.uk

"When 9600 HP was invited to  the centenary of the Geneva 
Motor Show, Goldthorp Automotive Transport were the obvious 
choice” - Philip Porter, Jaguar historian, author, curator of 9600 

HP and co-founder of The E-type Club and The XK Club

Motorsport Logistics
Auctions, Events, Exhibitions

Classic cars, Super cars Hyper cars
Dealer transfers

Import/export documents
Vehicle Storage

Based in Shropshire, United Kingdom

Contact Tim Goldthorp orJade Perks 

www.goldthorp.co.uk

GOLDTHORP AUTOMOTIVE TRANSPORT

Motor Wheel Service
Renowned wordwide for the manufacture
and restoration of wire wheels since 1927

+44(0)1753 549 360 sales@mwsint.com
www.mwsint.com

Visit our website for more information about our 
range of wire wheels, tyres and accessories for 

veteran, vintage and classic cars.
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++4444((00))11778899  557766110088
www.bettercarlighting.co.uk enquiries@bettercarlighting.co.uk

XK 120                XK 140             XK 150

High power LED stop & 
tail conversions plus safe 
bright orange LED upgrade 
inside OE lens. Full kit just
£199.99+VAT.

,

NNEEWW!!

One bulb,
3 functions.
Tail, brake
& orange
flasher.

Highly effective and easy to 
install Premier upgrade kit
makes front sidelights bright
warm white which flash orange,
and rear bright red tail and brake
lights which flash orange through
the original red lens. 
Complete front and
rear kit just 
£299.99+VAT.

We have the word’s
only dimmable LED
dash lighting bulbs in
colours to suit your car.

High power LED headlight 
upgrades designed & developed 
in the UK with 5 yrs guarantee.



+44 (0)2476 471217    |    www.coventryautocomponents.co.uk    |    sales@covauto.com

7135SIL. Jaguar XK120 Full 
Silicone Radiator Water Cooling 
Hose Set (With Heater Fitted)

SE462. Unique XK140 & 
XK150 High-Output Racing 
Waterpump Kit . C7618 
modification. ALSO fit MK1 / 
MK2 / MK7 / MK8 / MK9

SE327. *More Legroom* 
Complete XK120 Racing 
Pedal Box Kit with Hydraulic 
Clutch Actuation Conversion 

1602K. XK120 & XK140 Kit of 
Windscreen Chrome Surrounds 
with Centre Outer & Inner Trim 
Strips. BD7961. BD7962. 
BD7963. BD7964

4195. NEW XK140 & XK150
Steering Rack Outright
*Lightweight Design*
C8469 C8470

8617/120. An Exclusive New 
Boxed XK120 & XK140 Oil/
Water Dual Gauge X42638/6, 
C1431

8617/150. An Exclusive, New 
Boxed XK150 Dual Oil/Water. 
GD1600/02 Gauge, C12605

Discount available for XK Club members

Celebrating 57 years as the only dedicated XK Specialist
BRAKE & CLUTCH | CHASSIS, STEERING & SUSPENSION | COOLING & HEATING SYSTEMS | WHEELS | AND MORE

SE454. XK120. XK140. XK150 
*Cooling Solution* Header 
Expansion Tank. Complete 
Radiator Overflow Reservoir Kit.

SE408. New Super Duty Rear 
Spring / Axle Anti-tramp Bar Kit 
For XK120. XK140. XK150

Starting a big project or
rebuild? Or not sure what you need?

Do a virtual shop for all your parts 
and send it through our ‘do a deal 
portal’ (in basket) and see what we 
can do for you. Or just ring us, we 
can chat XK all day!

SE400. Super Duty, Up-rated 
Front Anti-roll (Sway) Bar Kit 
for XK120, XK140 & XK150. 
7/8” (22mm) Diameter Bar 
With Rubber Bushes. C7220

3357K. *New Casting* Late 
XK150 Left Hand Drive Clutch 
Pedal & Bearing With Bell 
Crank Lever Springs & Anchor 
KIT. C14172. C14177.C14196. 
C14180

SE466. *IMPROVED COOLING 
*Hybrid Design* 14” Static 
Radiator Cooling Fan, Late 
XK120 C6747 & Early XK140 
Waterpump C7615 Replacement

Scan to visit our
YouTube Channel

See our information-packed 
website for more parts and our 
easy to follow panels section

SE337. BM4 Style VOLTMETER 
to Replace Classic Ammeter on 
Alternator / Dynator Conversions. 
Replaces C2753. Lucas 36071/D.
C12603. Lucas 36237/A
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The Vintage
Watch

Specialist
We are qualif ied watchmakers 

with over 30 years of experience 
and source vintage watches  
that only meet the highest  

of standards.
Every watch we sell comes  

with the reassurance of  
a 24 month guarantee.

Buying, selling or need advice?

www.watchesoflancashire.com

Telephone 01254 873399

+31 (0)183 63 41 49 | Gorinchem | The Netherlands

www.avelingenrestorations.nl

We are specialized in 
restoration of Jaguar oldtimers 

and classic cars.

● Machining & Workshop Services
● Engine Renovation 
● Full Race Engines
● Rally Engines
● Standard engines for Classic, Modern and Vintage
● Engines for all Jaguars
● Engine parts available to purchase, please enquire

www.cmesuk.com
cmesuk@gmail.com
01344 488853



Motor Wheel Service
Renowned wordwide for the manufacture
and restoration of wire wheels since 1927

+44(0)1753 549 360 sales@mwsint.com
www.mwsint.com

Visit our website for more information about our 
range of wire wheels, tyres and accessories for 

veteran, vintage and classic cars.

Jaguar XK Insurance

01455 639 000
www.classiclineinsurance.co.uk

Quality
Proteccon

For your
Prized Asset

Authorised and regulated by the FCA. * Terms and Conditions Apply.

Free and Simple Agreed Value 
XK Club 15% Discount
Free Club Track Day/Event Cover*
Free UK & EU Breakdown Covery
Free Legal Cover

All Modificaaons Accepted
Laid Up/Restoraaon Cover
Mull-Vehicle Policy
Salvage Retennon
Your Choice of Repairer

Supporting Car Clubs For Over 30 Years

HARDY ENGINEERING
THE TRANSMISSION SPECIALIST

We supply, repair and fit gearboxes for all types of Classic
cars, whether they are manual or automatic.We will
diagnose and repair your own unit, offering great value on
replacing damaged gearboxes with fully reconditioned
ones.We have an ample stock of spare parts at our
workshop in Leatherhead, so we can usually overhaul your
transmission unit or differential within a few days.
Established in 1969 our gearbox specialist repair technicians
have over 120 combined years of experience in gearbox
repair, differential repair and reconditioned gearboxes.

• ALL BMC GEARBOXES,
DIFFS AND OVERDRIVES
SUPPLIED OR FITTED

• CUSTOMERS OWN
UNITS REPAIRED

• STRAIGHT CUT GEARS
AND LSD’S IN STOCK

• CLUTCH REPLACEMENT

T: 01372 378927 • 268 Kingston Road • Leatherhead • Surrey • KT22 7QA

www. hardyengineering.co.uk

  w w w . c l a s s i c s o n t h e r o a d . c o m

In 2027, a new chapter in 
motoring history begins with 
the inaugural edition of Le 
Mans Classic Heritage, a 
landmark celebration of 
the world’s most legendary 
endurance race. 

To mark this special 
occasion, touring specialists 
Classics on the Road have 
created an exclusive four-
night experience from 1st 
to 5th July 2027, designed 
exclusively for Jaguar XK 

Club and E-Type Club 
members.

This carefully curated tour 
combines the thrill and 
prestige of Le Mans with 
exceptional hospitality, fine 
dining and the camaraderie 
of fellow Jaguar owners, 
creating an unforgettable 
experience both on and off 
the circuit.

Combining scenic driving, 
outstanding hospitality, 

privileged access to the 
event and the company of 
fellow Jaguar enthusiasts, 
this unique experience offers 
the opportunity to be part of 
the inaugural edition of what 
promises to become one of 
the world’s most prestigious 
historic motoring events.

Join us on the Le Mans 
Classic Heritage and 
experience 4 days of the 
finest historic motorsport from 
the best seats in the house.

Dalí & P
yrenees tour

An Exclusive Jaguar XK Club & E-Type Club Experience
1st – 5th July 2027

Participation is strictly limited to just 30 cars, ensuring a highly personal and exclusive atmosphere.
CONTACT: Michael Miller  +44 7808 473466 · michael@classicsontheroad.com or Diego Sainz de la Maza  +34 615 354 288 · diego@classicsontheroad.com
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Snap
shot

Date 1978
Location Windsor
Photographer Terry O’Neill

After last month’s Jaguar-related album cover, we couldn’t ignore 
this 1978 offering from Elton John. A Single Man was released that 
year on John’s own label – The Rocket Record Company – and while 
the cover shows the legendary singer posing on The Long Walk with 
Windsor Castle in the background, the inside of the gatefold sleeve 
features Elton in the driving seat of his red Jaguar XK 140 Fixed 
Head Coupé. The images were shot by Terry O’Neill, who made a 
name for himself by capturing contemporary celebrities in the 1960s, 
including the Beatles and the Rolling Stones, but his photographs of 
Elton are some of his best-known work. Little appears to be known 
about the XK itself, but if you can enlighten us, please let us know! Choose from over 300,000 parts and accessories at 

SNG Barratt for classic and modern Jaguars.

+44(0)1746 765 432 | sales.uk@sngbarratt.com | sngbarratt.com

SNG Barratt

@sngbarrattuk

XK120, XK140 & XK150

Preserve the character and craftsmanship of your classic Jaguar XK 
with quality engine components from SNG Barratt. From essential 
Cam Cover Gaskets to eye-catching Chrome Engine Hardware kits, 
find the finishing touches your engine deserves.

Discover more at sngbarratt.com

Engine Detail, 
Perfected
Classic Jaguar Parts SNG Barratt is proud to off er a 

24 Month Warranty 
& Price Match Guarantee 

on classic parts.*

*Exceptions apply.

Part No. Product Price
CR1050* Chrome Engine Hardware Kit  £84.25 
C2327* Chrome Cam Cover Nut  £1.40 
C2243SET/1 Tappet Shim Kit  £328.00 
CE532U Cylinder Head Gasket Kit  £84.50 
C67351COM Cometic Cam Cover Gasket LH  £25.50 
C14988/1COM Cometic Cam Cover Gasket RH  £25.50 
C2318COM Cometic Exhaust Manifold Gasket  £17.50 
EE532COM Cometic Lower End Gasket Set  £134.25 

Prices exclude VAT
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sales@aldridge.co.uk • www.aldridge.co.uk

CALL OUR TEAM ON 01902 710805

We share your passion


